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FROM MISTRESS TO SLAVE 


Ravishing Lucetta Grayton was raised as a child of privilege 
on the lush Caribbean plantation of Melrose. But with the 
tragic death of her aristocratic father and adoring mother, all 
rights of birth were stripped from her. 


Now Lucetta was exposed as the illegitimate daughter of a 
forbidden love affair, on a level with the black slaves. Now 
her life was owned by a half-brother, and her body was 
prey to the most notorious rake on the island, Edward 
Buffington. But it was Peter Christian, the all-powerful 
governor himself, who commanded her heart and awakened 
her desires. And so Lucetta’s girlhood plantation paradise 
became the testing ground of her womanhood —as she was 
enslaved by the uncontrollable carnal appetites of the 
men around her, and by the burning lash of her own passion... 


Here, set on a lush and licentious Caribbean island, is the 
scorching novel of the beautiful Lucetta, who fought against her 
bondage with everything she had—until she met the one 

man who made her a willing slave to all-consuming desire... 
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HER HOME, 
HER LAND, 
HER BODY— 
ALL WERE HIS 


to the mysterious, whispered-about man who had 
come to be governor-general of the island of 
Monde, 

Joyfully Lucetta had learned that he had pur- 
chased her family plantation to turn into a pri 
kingdom for them both. 

Eagerly Lucetta had been his student in every sen- 
sual skill, as he taught her how much pleasure she 
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was no escape . . . from this land . . . from this 
man, .. from her own blazing desire, ... 
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4 Elinor J. Jones 
“Edward, where is Yale?” she had asked politely to try to 


He replied coolly, “Both places have their advantages and 
disadvantages. One must learn to accept them, I suppose.” 

Lucetta was sorry she had asked. Her disposition was usu- 
ally sweet, but today she was cranky. It was the effect Ed- 


wanted to listen to what they were saying about slavery. She 
turned her head toward them to discourage the ladies from 
speaking to her. 


: 


food. Lucetta watched uneasily as 


cetta’s father. 

Buffington cleared his throat. “Do any of you remem- 
ber the name of the nitwit who introduced the abolition bill 
into the House of Lords?” he asked. But before anyone had a 
chance to reply, he continued. “Fortunately, it did not pass 
the House of Commons. Do they not realize our plantations 
involve large investments? We must have a return for our 
money and work. In addition to the high taxes and costs, 
paying the Negroes wages would be prohibitive.” 

“The suggestion has been made that if emancipation comes 
we can import cheap labor from India,” said Cyrus Hamil- 
ton. 

“Before that happens I will sell my estate and return to 
England,” snapped Lord Buffington. 

“May I suggest we concentrate on our immediate problem, 
which is finding markets for the sugar that is bulging our 
warehouses?” Lord Grayton asked. 

So intent was Lucetta in listening to the men that she had 
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world is 2 stage. You are insisting I go in there and sm 
be pleasant when what I would really like to do 
their faces.” 

“It hurts you more because of the sensitivity of your youth. 
When you are older, you will not mind it as much. You will 
learn to accept things you cannot do anything about.” 

“Will I, Mama? I have my doubts. I need a sense of belong- 
ing—acceptance, Ostracism, for whatever the reason, 
“It is still no excuse to be rude, and besides, it 
sure, 


il 


Lucetta ignored her mother’s philosophical advice. “Please, 
I would like very much to go to my room to read.” 
Charlotte answered her impatiently. “Well, at least go in 
and say a few words and then excuse yourself.” 
relief, Lucetta happily did as she was told. When 
she entered the parlor, the women sat perched on their chairs 
like birds chirping in the trees. She wished she had a dish of 
worms to stuff in their mouths instead of a tray of sugar 
mints and ginger sweetmeats, which passed around. After 
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Momentarily Lucetta forgot her manners and asked coldly, 
“What are you doing in here? The men have serious problems 
to discuss, but I suppose you are not interested.” 

_Soennes pannee. SELON & ON. Se OR ees 


With self-assured impishness Lucetta held her head high 
and looked at him straightforwardly. 

“Why? So you can badger me? The way you used to do 
when I was little?” 

He laughed sneeringly, and a cruel smile plied at his lips. 

“My dear, that is not exactly what I had in mind.” 

a narrowed her eyes in disgust. “I think you are 


She clutched her book and headed for the door. 


Through tight lips she demanded, “Let-me go! If you do not, 
I am going to scream!” 
With her threat Edward's hands dropped to his sides. 
“When are you going to grow up and start acting like a 
sea Pawnee, pehegs Dey 90,28 ae NEE 
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that fight for freedom, and therefore it continued to be 


by the British. 
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president, Andrew Jackson, is in favor of easing these regula- 
tions.” 
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“Ido not think I should,” mused Charlotte. 
“Why not?" 
“I do not like the idea of leaving you here alone.” 
I nh geen rn senen tae aie 0n 
Marianne, and Mr. Collingswood is always nearby.” 
“I know, but I worry about you,” Charlotte said thought- 


fully. 

Lucetta remembered Edward, but decided this was not the 
time to talk to her mother about him. 

“You do not have any confidence in me.” 

“Yes, of course I have.” 


“I am grown-up now. If Father wants you to go, you must — 


thee are Rev ra Seng you will never get the oppor- 


daughter’s bedroom. —~ 
“Charlotte, my dear, have you told her?” 
“Yes, James.” 


“Of course, Father. I understand,” she answered sweetly. 
“Next time we will take you with us. "Twill probably be 
ghastly hot and humid this time of the year, anyway.” 
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background. appeared 
and writing. She looked like a scared animal. The next day, I 


“A slave concubine, who, I understand, died when she gave 
birth to your mother.” 


“So my grandfather was an English nobleman, the same as 
you, Father?” 

“Aye, Lucetta, but on your mother’s side.” 

“And it was my grandmother who was a Negro slave?” 
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explain to anyone Charlotte or his daughter. 

Tt took a great deal of courage and strength of character 
on Lord Grayton's part to defy convention, which strongly 
influenced the planters on the island. But he was respected 
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Possibly exaggerated, but somewhere, Lord Grayton had con- 
cluded, there must have been at least an clement of truth in 
them. 


Nor did Sir James Grayton appreciate the way Lady Buff- 
ington treated Charlotte and Lucetta. He believed the best 
way to handle the Buflingtons, regrettably, was to avoid them 
as much as possible without being impolite. This was unfortu- 
nate, since neighbors were spread so far apart. Lord Grayton 
often asked, “Why does it have to be the Buffingtons who live 
the closest?” 

Wishing to spend the last few moments alone with Lucetta, 
LordGrayton tipped his hat and said, “Excuse us, please. I 
will see you when I get back, John.” He walked with his 
daughter and Charlotte to one side. 

“A most pitiful creature,” said Lord Grayton of his neigh- 


“Nay, nay, of course not, my dear. Do not forget you can 
rely on Collingswood, or even Dan, if you need anything.” 

“Yes, Father, and there is Marianne, so you see, there is 
absolutely no need to be concerned.” Her smile seemed to 
reassure him. 


The Grayton luggage was put on board the Prince of 
and Lucetta kissed her parents good-bye and em- 
them lovingly. They stood at the railing of the ship; 

and as they waved, a lump formed in Lucetta’s throat. What 
couple they were, she thought. Her mother was stun- 

ning in a pale blue dress, and she smiled sweetly. At that mo- 
ment, more than she had ever understood before, Lucetta 
realized why her father could not help falling in love with 


Lucetta’s eyes moved from her mother to look at her fa- 
ther. He had the countenance of a wealthy, successful man, 
His appearance was robust, and with confidence he held a 
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she is home, why do you not ask her to teach the children to 
read the way I am doing at Melrose?” 
“Mas’r Buff'ton fine out, an’ you knows wut happen. Dat 
man be mean!” 
“How are things with Duke?" 
“Mas’r Buff'ton whip him agin yes’day. Prob’ly ain’t had 
nothin’ to eat or drink since. He tied in de barn.” 
Lucetta was silent. 
“Ma’am, Duke ask fer some he trouble. He jest make t'ings 
worse all de time.” 
“Even so ... it is very cruel.” 
“*Tain't only Duke. All de workers be hungry; dere rations 
ain't “nough. An’ you wouldn’ b’licve wut he forces de 
ipl 


“Ah could ne'er tell a lady, ma'am!” he said, and changed 
the subject. “Guess is lonesome wisout yer folk ‘round.” 

“Yes. I miss them.” 

“Well, Ah bitta be goin’, ma'am. Eef you be needin’ me fer 
anythin’, sen’ Dan or Jason.” 

“Thank you, David. I guess I had better start back, too. If 
a nice day tomorrow, maybe I will see you.” 
fer you, ma’am. Eef ah don’ see you, Ah put yer 
box. Eef rain, you come nex’ day.” 
the book I just gave you is an English grammar 
book. it very carefully. Just now you 
ngs have said ‘I will look for you,’ not ‘me look fer you.’ 
them 
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“Aye, sir. To avoid the brunt of it, sir; a bad storm she be, 


too!” 
It was then that Charlotte began to fret. “Lucetta is expect- 


“Thank you, my good fellow.” 


“Back to New Orleans?” 
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they might have changed their plans and remained in New 
Orleans longer than expected, or that they were among the 
survivors.” 


“I wish I could tell you that were true, madam,” the gover- 
nor-general said as he produced a paper containing the list 
of names of the ill-fated passengers. The names of her par- 
ents were on it. As she glanced at it, the truth leaped out at 
her. 
“There is a complete report made by the survivors, if you 
wish me to read it.” 

“T do not think that will be necessary.” 

“You might want to know that the report claims they were 
in their cabin preparing to disembark when the ship broke in 
two and sank.” 

“They were my parents.” 

“Have you any other relatives, ma’am?” 

“No. I have no one else,” she replied in a low, shaken 
voice, 

He seemed to tower over her. Looking down at her, he 
asked, “You surely have someone?” 

“No, sir, there is no one.” 

“How can I be of assistance to you?” 

“I am afraid no one can help me. There are no funeral ar- 
Tangements, since my parents’ bodies have not been recov- 
ered. As for me, my fate is now in the hands of my father’s 
son, James, in England, for I am sure he is the heir to Mel- 
rose.” 


She hesitated, looking up at him through large misty eyes. 
His formal composure had not altered, but his eyes and voice 
softened. 

“What is your name?” 

“Lucetta.” 


“Lucetta?” 

“Yes. Just Lucetta . . . there is no last name.” 

The governor-general looked uncomfortable. “May I sug- 
gest that you not be in a hurry to do anything until Lord 
Grayton’s son has been notified. I will attend to it personally, 
and in the meantime, if I can be of any assistance to you, 
please contact me at Government House.” 

Once again Governor Christian expressed his sympathy, 


way to Pleasant Estate, Lucetta assumed he was going there 
to see Nora. 
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The governor-general sat down beside her in the carriage; 
Dan flicked the reins, and the small procession moved away 
from the church. The Grayton carriage was followed by the 
governor-gencral's black stallion and his ever-present aides. 

“They said some very nice things about my father,” she 
murmured as they drove away. “But they did not even men- 


“Have you heard from your 

“No, I have not heard from him.” 

“Nor have I. I did write to him, you know, as I had 
you I would, The only thing you can do is wait,” he 


i 


“But for what do I have to wait? I cannot seem to resign 
myself to the fact that my fate rests with James, who loathes 


want 

least I might have a chance of staying, even if it means mov- 

ing out of the house. Maybe the new owners would have chil- 
and I could remain as a governess or tutor. But that is 


of 
ot at all. By Jove, it is quite understandable. Neverthe- 
less, I would still advise you not to make rash decisions about 


While it was a grief-stricken time for her, Lucetta was be- 
coming more aware of the dynamic Governor Christian. How 
fortunate Nora would be to have him for a husband. Lucetta 
envied her. Actually, it seemed that she had always envied 
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matter what it is, Lucetta. You seem to 
that I am truly a mixed-up person.” 
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hesitate. 
“It would not be fitting for me to do so—I do not belong 


“Pray what does that signify?” he said. “Come along.” 
With firmness he took her arm and pushed her gently through 


The governor-general introduced her to Nat, a tall, good- 
looking youth in a white uniform who greeted them and qui- 
etly 


tropical fruit punch on a silver tray, he retreated 
and closed the door behind him. 

The governor-general and Lucetta sat down and started to 
drink the refreshing punch. 

“T am of mixed blood, but a 


a 


a S £ 54 33 143 92% 
& 4 g24 2 wee og 
LG aa pels Ha fe teg i: 
ata i tg ad i alla 
sigéis F2 gu a3c8 daa 28.5 bia! LT tate 
pies by ne tay ye pp tad! if 
EE ii] i 2 as tyetiy Hak El eeanek i 
Feces fy G8 ql: aT dee Uy 
ay et nny ly He 
ce ly uta 
ei wae 33 Yeetae rf a g2p8aec es : #3 
235 Exgieses chee ted eae 
° Pils ainneli AiG! asdlbets 


EE a 





SB es ae 2 “2 ‘4 
lgid a ii ih Hi q 
ilihtals gi he! i F HE cit Hi HH : 
ails asfsts 2 deat "We stlya a 4 AH i 24 
HEedake Web Hl kh an 
E teases 42 ii FEL & is: ay 2 
528 e5 vari t i 5 E i A ae! 
ute el ee Ut ait 
Menges Tain bia Hho 
bettie ilditeiat Ua daa 
fiitis : ee nan Ay al : eth ith a 
eestor dase etaiuanee 


Sas 
aaa ui 
=i} i i} iH iFe ¥ 
tial i aunt iti 2 ae Ee 
ih TOT TEGE | soaigs# theta 
inishg ae i PHL aiid 
i: lh sale: i 3 it ifs < aiiety 
i is tH il: gt Z ET ret 
lin taaite he filet HANey 
Hi wy piel ggniigifny: ‘1 ay 
Beet ye i $id gs! giz our To iss! af 
arity é S2u8 Hy F: ated = H c: 47 < 
Ee 
fd Age H 





65 
Actually, though, back in London one is in 
process of being painted. The artist made sketches before 


I left.” 


appointment. I am afraid he 


8) asl oS oncliodbichage_arapcigg ie hentai i: 


LUCETTA 


As they stood looking at the portrait of the king, Governor 


“God forbid! 
Christian said, “He gave me this 


the 


it < ¥ neee 

duit 4 it a ie ie i: : 
fal HG aL it ial 
ERATE a 
E au 
i ub 

ar. 
Jan 


even 
not 
become 
brother, the 
felt as 
urns and 
originals, 
replica of 
how the 
and, 
his 
le,” 
recia’ 
, but 
is 
a 


paintings 


2 
eee eeEPepesesaa: 
ines ein 


HH ar idl aT 


She stopped and looked 
Defeat of Napoleon. There 


~ seh pi 





66 Elinor J. Jones 


stopped to speak to one of them and then disappeared. From 
the front entrance, along the left wall, an open, winding stair- 
way with wide carpeted steps climbed symmetrically to the 


“Oh, thank you, sir.” 
ascended the stairs, and once inside a bright, in- 
formal sititing room, @ colored woman wearing a 


i : iN ie u HES i fe > «ss, ee ee) 
ii sg a a i F 

nee ae 

i st Hs; sye2he S 

viii ff ie i reaes Hild . i 

a Ha fality 252! USE alin 


HTL 
ae ete Li sd at ah ae 


+ 
S 


3 Hg SEE seed yo 
eles 
) ed ; : 5 OE: a , 
sat ie al 
viet | fa 
aly’ 3 TABI 
aft : HAE 2 ib: HH hil 
Pe urge relia 


iy HL nut 
alnigiil: HU [ fu lik 
its 3% i ua! i aiaead 23° 
geste, 72 H pala gisie 
iresdgsts ypcd ee ae datqis 
ls ili aH 2 HuLli e 


SH ted Lee 
Hee aH Ue 
TEs Ganiu TAI HTH 


sia 30 24% Fas 
Haney 
223 HEHE iH: 
as | ex, | is 
1G is 
Re HET 
atl: AF EL 
apiecetfesaee isill 
Heat Al 
NEG 
e "S82 dere Pegs 


832 





tucking the note in the 
Nora—to 

the house with me?” 
seen it 
close-up 


ma’am.” 
other at a slow pace. 
the plantation? You have 


I see,” she said thoughtfully, 
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Estate?” 
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“How are the slaves treated over there?” 


With reticent skill she warily avoided a direct reply, for she 
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ainkt be cam just appear end Glenppeer enytimne 
flippant. She was 

I am sorry, but I have other plans for today,” she 


of the moment, she became 
to be mealy mush in his hands! 
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eyes. “Can you not change them?” 


sorry, but I cannot do that.” 


He looked into her 
“No, Iam 


“What are your plans?” 
- ah, for one thing, I am going to take some 
chicken broth to one of the workers. He is sick.” 


“Ah, well. . 
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Pipa gh ee nt eC hese ctf hn 

“Lucy; we will just have to come back here sometime when 
it is full moon. Will you come with me?” 

“T would like that.” 

They laughed as they sat on a boulder stretching their legs 
and wiggling their toes to dry in the sun and brushed away 
the powdery sand. Lucetta was careful to keep her ankles 
covered with her skirt. 

“My, you have tiny feet,” he said, as he put his own beside 
hers to compare them. To Lucetta, it seemed like such a per- 
sonal remark that she blushed. He chuckled after looking up 
and seeing it, and shyly she lowered her lashes, which made 
him laugh even harder. 


tening to the spraying of the leaves overhead, and looking 
the raindrops, which were turning the sand bei 
80, 


knew he was watching her, and she turned her head 
to face him. He stood very close and smiled irresisti- 
His hands came up and pushed back her Jong tresses, 
in his eyes that she had not noticed 
u found it impossible to look away. Something 
between them, something magical and so wonderful 
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pelled to do so by some force stronger than himself. 
Before she realized what she was doing, she closed her eyes 
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ractice your penmanship. 
“How is your reading coming along?” 
Marie shook her head back and forth. “No 
“Have you read the book I lent 
“No, ma‘am. Ah tries, bu’ can't.” 


“Well, if you p 


to Georgetown I 


not be a surprise.” 


girl looked into space, 


Elinor J. Jones 


“Well, this afternoon I will help you with it. And I am go- 
ing to buy you your very own reader, You must keep work- 


ing at it.” 
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While the slaves at Melrose were fed adequately, their diet 
was monotonous, and the extra treats at Christmastime were 


The girl did not seem much interested. There was very 
little motivation for her to learn to read. 


eyancieine rage ter em esting wgerae netcdiagven foots m8 
unlad 
saw the 
would be 
Slee oatiy- Se ieoy hte Penae Ccintion Yee t ioeured 


Te 


) 


10 


gages zee 

! ith i THE ea? ye 
ah a hip ae all bz 

Hil DL TE q 
i Hehe 213 aif a i: 

Hi) Heaney wir 245 
iid: HRABU EE fa i i 
if HUTEE Ly = ah 
au eatass enya TlH 
HMI EEH iit 
lennille Uae: fap 
* 34aes ais mI 


P petit sy tae 
EU 
Rae ne 
yee al Ht i 
EEE iA i 
a5 th fare yl aie b H 


LUCETTA 91 


period, and the Persian carpet had tones of 
purple, orchid, and mauve. 

Sarah unpacked for Lucetta and offered to press her 
gowns. Tuberoses she had brought with her for her garland 
were put in fresh water. 
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owing 

dered tuberoses trimming the hemline, sleeves, and the 

t bodice. Her mother had spent many days on the em- 

i alone. 

Her shoes were flat-heeled, square-toed white satin evening 
slippers. She wore white lisle stockings with openwork insets, 

Sarah helped to arrange her hair in clusters of curls and 
small ringlets around her face. They took the tuberoses from 
the water and fastened them in a garland. The 
wreath was carefully placed on her head, and the ringlets 
were arranged around it to partially cover her forehead. 
Sarah stood back. 

“Oh, ma’am you do looks beautiful beyond words, You be 
lovely.” 

When she was ready, she stood dubiously at the top of the 
wide, sweeping staircase. It looked like such a long way ~ 


“Oh, Sarah, I cannot possibly walk down all those steps 
alone with everyone giaring at me! Is there another way to 
get down? A back stairway, perhaps. Please come with me,” 
she begged. 

Sarah smiled. “No need fer dat, ma’am. Nat be waitin’ to 
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Nora that well. 
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proffered his arm. “Will you accord me the honor, Miss 
Grayton?” 

Her hand slipped lightly to his extended arm, and they led 


the procession into the dining salon. Delicious odors of sa- 
vory dishes reached her nostrils. She was overwhelmed by all 
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effort to speak to her, and so throughout the meal, which 
lasted well over two hours, she found herself counting. There 
were fourteen servants, sixteen guests on each side of the 
cll cad eget edb iangee se Se merece odore 
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was 
very little scenery, and few but clever props. What was lack- 
ing 


dance—with him. But almost everyone was older, except 
Nora and Edward, and the play was probably more appropri- 
ate. 


It moved smoothly. Lucetta could see the silhouettes of the 
other guests around her and heard their outbursts of laughter 
when an amusing line was spoken. She noticed the costumes, 
which were far too heavy and warm for the West Indian cli- 


E 
4 
: 
: 
: 
i 
i 
3 
: 


Gre 
ath 
i 
e 
: 
4 
f 


re 
#2 
i 
8 
= 
i 


Bg Ect b 


a i 


ef : : ale : AB 


perypOaEE ge 
noe 

: ryt’ 
aeimuly c}al? 


=f a25 
ili 


pai 


Elinor J. Jones 


98 
play. Have you thought of the possibility of marriage as a so- 
lution to your problem?” he asked pensively. 
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Id be abhorrent to me; it is such a 


personal thing! It would be like selling myself.” 
. “Sometime in the near future I 


There was a brief moment of silence then between them. 

“T know this is not the right time, and I hesitate to ask this 
of you—you have done so much for me already—but I have 
a favor to ask of you,” Lucetta said quietly. 

He looked at her closely. “What is it?” 


“What does this David mean to you?” 

“He is a friend.” 

“A friend?” he asked with a bit of acrimony in his voice. 

“Yes, sir.” 

“How close a friend?” he asked a little more sharply. 

“We have been good friends since we were children. He 
has always been most protective . .. and grateful.” 

“I see. And what have you done to make him so grateful?” 

“T have helped to teach him to read, and I lend him books 


“It might not seem important to you, sir, but to someone 
like David it is extremely important. Lord Buffington forbids 
the teaching of reading and writing to his slaves.” 

“T see. And what is this favor you wish of me?” 

“I would like to buy David's freedom from Lord Buffing- 
ton, and I was wondering if you could help me. It would 
have to be approached very tactfully, or Lord Buffington 
could be very cruel to David, I thought maybe you could do 
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like a magnet. They do not have to work at it. If 
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governor-general threw back his head and 
know, I believe you are right, but it is 
tired, I assure you.” He nodded in jest. 
gh. Your pardon, ma’am.” His voice 
not leave. All evening I have been 
you,” 


you to myself.” 

me,” she said lightly, avoiding the 
ng toward the window. “I have just 
time I have ever been in George- 


28 
tale 
cod 


Ig 
3 


iil 
2 
E26 3 


E 
EF 
2 


: 
t 

5: 

a 


e a beautiful view; it was remiss of 
view from that window.” 

it, and she followed him. He held back 
peered out the window. 

deep, hushed tones. “I often stand here at 
think. Look yonder. You can see all the 
wharf.” 

rem the garland from her head. There 
scent of the tuberoses in the air that encir- 


is asleep except you and me,” she whis- 
afraid she might awaken someone. 

say, “Oh, look at the . . .” when, in a 
manner he clutched her shoulders and turned her 
that it frightened her, and instinctively 
herself. 
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“You see how natural it is with us?” he asked hoarsely, 
Tumultuously she quivered. It was true. His touch acted 
like a catalyst. There was an inexplicable magnetism which 
them together, and she had to struggle with herself to 
from but 
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time wanting him to kiss her and embrace 
anything else in the world. 

servants had retired. The only light in the room 
a candle on the small round stand beside her 
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ine had made his tongue bold. Slowly he said, “And 
... must... I not do... that? How long do 
me to woo you? What are you afraid of, that I will 
off to my bedchamber and make violent love to 
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you?” 
An awkward moment turned to ghastly silence. She low- 


“Please forgive me. I am sorry. I should not have said that. 
I am sorry if I frightened or offended you. I told you before I 
am a difficult, impatient man.” 

For a moment he looked sullen-eyed. 

“Do you not know that your sweetness is crue] and your 
beauty tormenting? I am afraid you have very little concep- 
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red whether he was 


nned the evening to end dif- 
ferently than it had. He was a gentleman; certainly he would 


not... She could not finish the thou 


and was a little disappointed. She wonde 
disappointed, whether he had pla’ 
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today?” 
As she told him, he took her hand and kissed her fingers. 
His eyes caressed her. = 
“One moment, Lucy, there is a twig caught in your hair. 
Both of them put their hands to her hair at the same time. 
Fingers touched. He moved closer. The catangied mig Wit 


“There, now,” he said as he tossed the twig away. 
“Thank you.” 
104 
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He stared at her, his blue eyes searching. His hands 
touched her neck. He eased her back on the blanket. 
Evening’s darkness came quickly, secluding them from the 
"f the world. His cheek felt hot against hers. His lips met 
in a lingering, demanding kiss. He opened the pearl but- 
at her bodice, then slipped the soft chemise from her 
He kissed ber lips, her throat, her breasts, His 
hands slipped beneath her petticoat and caressed her thigh 
il ber hands pushed against his chest and then pulled at 
hands to remove them. He stopped. His lips moved 


feel the pistol inside his coat. Then suddenly a deer stood in 
front of them. More startled than they, it leaped toward the 


tightened around her. 

“Tt is difficult for me to leave you.” 

“I do not want you to go.” 

“t came alone. I told Nat I had to get away from the 
palace and guards. He is the only one who knows where J 


am. 
He lingered, continuing to hold her in his arms. 
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must go back,” he said finally, reluctantly taking his 
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With the excitement of a child at Christmastime Lucetta 
began to make plans. The table in the formal dining room 


to be a love plant with matchmaking powers. 

“Oh, yes, let's,” Lucetta replied. “But what if he should ask 
about it... or what if he already knows about it?” 

“Me sure de gov'nor-general be amused,” answered Mari- 


went to her father’s bedchamber. Standing there, she looked 
around the room. After Christmas, she would have to pack 
belongings. It was time. 

took from his jewelry box her father’s gold pocket 
She remembered that he also had a silver watch, but it 
box. He must have taken it 
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do not know what my feelings are for you!" 

am sorry,” she whispered. “I was so afraid I was only 
imagining it. You see you . . . overwhelm me. And I want so 
desperately to . . . be with you.” 

He came closer then and gently rubbed his knuckles across 
her smooth cheek. A smile creased his face, and he nodded as 
he spoke more tenderly than before. “Of late, I am experienc- 
ing 
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lips tenderly, “It has happened, my darling, so do 
it—do not fight me. It is impossible 
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“Yes, I know that. The British 


Interracial Marriage 
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He shook his head, and she noticed that his patience was 
“Do you mean to tell me that both your 
grandfather were English noblemen?” 


beginning to fray at the edges. 
“Would you be so kind as to explain to me exactly what 


your background is?” 


“No one outside the family has been told, but I will tell 


you.” She proceeded to explain her parentage, and when she 


“That will only help to make our lives together more inter- 
had finished, he said, 
father and your 


He watched her and then continued. “You realize that it 
esting.” 


circumspect, my love. There are times when one must throw 
“There is so much disparity between us,” she mused. 


and sat down. Her mouth was dry, and she found it 
caution to the wind.” 


to swallow. 


not possible for me to offer you 
tears, 
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“But me knows dat though you asks me, you no be takin’ 
mah advice.” 

“Oh, but, Dan, I do love him so! And you, Dan,” she said, 

as impulsively she threw her arms around him and kissed his 
brow. 


“J would settle for tolerance, if I knew he truly loved me.” 

“Has he always been honorable wi’ you, chile? You spends 
lot o’ time wi’ him. Yer happiness be impo'tant to me,” 

“Yes. He has always been a gentleman,” 

“Well, den,” he said in a lighter vein, “why don’ you feed 
him some kallallo an’ give him a glass 0’ soursop juice?” 

“] did serve kallallo on Christmas Day.” 


“Do it work?” 

“Well, he kissed me.” 

The skin on Dan's cheeks crinkled. He nodded his head 
knowingly, and a hearty “heh, heh” pushed from his stom- 
ee eee ere 

It became an agonizing . She tried to sort it all out, 
the pros and cons. She was afraid for his career, but her in- 
nermost fear was that he would tire of her, that she might be 
only a momentary diversion. If that were true, she could not 

It would be better to end it now. She knew what he 
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survive. 
meant when he said that there was only one solution. 
worried it was impossible for them to marry, 
tually he would leave her to marry someone else, ma 
Nora. It was important in his position that he have a wif 
serve as hostess, something she would never be able to 
the palace. She would only prove a hindrance to 
he would grow to resent her for it. 
hand, she wee 00 helplessly in Jove with him: that & 
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have been times when you tested me sorely, Lu- 

You have not made it easy for me. I cannot contem- 
plate my future without you. And I had hoped you would 
feel the same about me. We can only find genuine happiness 


ment 

come 

you, Lucy. I have tried to conduct myself like 
but there 

cetta. 


it 

for the Negroes. My lovely, I think you are oversensitive and 
carry this mixed-blood thing to a fault. It is so little and so 
far back, what difference does it make? And soon the degree 
of blood mixture will be forgotten.” 

“And what are your plans for the Negroes, Peter?” 

He was elusive. “Never mind about that now—let us get 
this other matter settled first,” he replied impatiently. “What- 
ever fears you have, I assure you they are only paltry.” In a 
petulant voice he continued. “Damnation! We cannot be mar- 
ried, and you will not . . .” He paused, and despair darted 
behind his eyes. He pushed a lock of hair from his forehead, 
and suddenly, dropping his hands to his sides, he looked de- 


jected. 
“Do you want me to stop coming here? Is that your solu- 
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“Well, could I please wait for him until be returns?” 

“Ah ‘fraid dat not possible, since he be not in George- 
town. 

“Not in Georgetown? Where did he go, if I may ask.” 

“He returnin’ to England. He lef’ yesterday fer London.” 

“He is returning to London?” 

“Yes, ma’am.” 

She could not believe it—after all he had said to her! She 
was stunned and ruefully feared the answer to the next ques- 
tion, but she had to ask it. 

“Did he . . . return to London 

Nat smiled. “Oh, heaven, no, Miss Grayton. His diplomatic 
duties an’ certain personal business mattas compel him to 


“When do you expect him back?” 

“Don knows, ma’am, when he come back.” 

“Oh, I see.” 

“Yo cares to leave message, ma'am?” 

“No. No, thank you, Nat. It is of no great urgency.” 

In spite of the fact that Nat said he would be returning, 
Lucetta felt panic-stricken, but tried not to show it. She 
to get away from Government House. She was certain 
would never see him again. She had driven him away 
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her fears and her indecisions. Probably she had driven him 
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main as they have always been and expresses the wish that 
you remain there.” 
“You mean I can stay at Melrose?” 


mused. “I would like to thank him. Does he live in England? 
May I have his name and address?” 

“I am sorry, but I am not at liberty to give you that in- 
formation.” 

“Why not? If I am to go on living at Melrose. It would be 
very awkward for me, and in that case I am certain it would 
be better if I did leave.” 


you 
right for me to take them with me?” 

“If they are of sentimental value, I am sure it would be all 
right and that the new owner will not mind.” 

She smiled. “I would not want to get into trouble.” 

“I am certain you will not be arrested for being a thief,” 


“I was instructed not to reveal the name at this time.” 

“But I wonder why. Do you know this person?” she asked 
cleverly. The lawyer smiled but did not answer. 

That evening she looked for Dan, and asked him to walk 
with her to look in on some of the workers. She told him that 
Melrose had been sold, and that they would be leaving soon. 

“I have made up my mind, Dan. I must get a new start, 
and it cannot be a shop in Georgetown. Will you and Mari- 
anne go with me to New Orleans? I have my inheritance. We 
could manage until I open a shop there.” 

“An’ what "bout Gov'nor Christian?” 
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dat ‘ceptance you be cravin’ so bad in New Orleans.” 

When they reached the slave quarters, several Negroes 
gathered around to greet them. The slaves were always glad 
to see Lucetta and their giggles and chatter attracted others. 
But they were very concerned; Lucetta could tell. 

“We goin’ be sold, ma’am? Who be our new mas'r?” 

The question shocked her and she was taken aback. The 
sudden realization that each of these souls was just as 
cerned about his own fate stunned her. How selfish she 
been! All she had been thinking about was herself, her 
future. Her father had always made it a practice never 
the children of slaves, so that families would not 
arated. Now, they feared the possibility that this would 


ts 
F$n258 


pen. 
During the next few weeks she rambled aimlessly throu 


the house, postponing her departure from to 
next. Perfunctorily, when she came upon 
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knew she had to. It would not be eas 
too many memories, strong ties which bound her 
No matter how hard she tried, she could not 
of her mind. Even at night he crept into her 
beside her with his arms around her. 
It was a warm evening; April was a week old 


Ra 
at 


us 
Ber 
g8E 
it 
Be 
AGS s 
iret 
iit 
RFskF 


He 
a. 
ite 
peel 
els 538 
Hine 
gia ity 
bese ti 
bi HE 
flareet 


i 
g 
E 
i 
; 
i 
i 
bd 


LUCETTA 123 


around, until her hair flew loose and she was dizzy from 
laughter, which echoed through the trees, 

“Peter, you have come back!” 

“Aye, my darling, and I could not stay away from you one 
moment longer!” 

His eyes feasted on her, and then he planted a kiss on her 
cheek. Their eyes met, and it was impossible for her to look 
away. Her heart beat swiftly at the sight of him, and the 
words that she wanted to say died on her lips. Her cyes 

and suddenly her breath quickened. She felt the glo- 
riousness of life flow through her body again. 

“Nat told me you came to Government House looking for 
nte;” he said, as he continued to hold her close to him. 

“Yes, it was the day after you left for England. I did not 
know you were leaving.” In a soft, quavering voice that was 
hardly audible, she said, “I was afraid I would never see you 


n. 

He smiled, looking down at her. “Were you?” He squeezed 
her tighter. “I am sorry now that I did not tell you, but I 
wanted to give you more time, and I did not want to burden 
you with my problems. I had to go. The Home Office de- 
manded it. What did you want? Nat said you would not leave 
&@ message.” 

“I wanted to tell you . .. to tell you that...” 

“Yes?” 

“That I love you and will do anything you want.” 

He looked down at her with mischief in his eyes, and held 
her at arm’s length. He grinned, preparing to tease her. 

“Anything?” 

“Yes, anything,” she replied emphatically. “I want to be 
with you always, for the rest of my life!” 

“That is what I wished to hear you say. I only hope that a 
year from now you will still feel the same way; I am not an 
easy person to live with, But do you mind if I wash my face 
and hands before we continue this conversation? The ride out 
here was so damned dusty. We need rain badly.” 

It was then that she noticed his usually shiny boots were 
dust-covered, and the brownish film on his clothing told the 
story of his hard ride from Georgetown. 

“Please excuse my poor manners, Peter. Certainly.” 

She hastened to the rear of the house and ordered Mari- 
anne to take a pitcher of hot water up to her father’s bed- 
chamber, and then she returned to the library. 
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More bad news, she thought. 
“He has no interest in coming to the Isle of Monde.” 


“Yes, I know. I received a letter from Attorney Hastings, 
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no idea how much I want to take you in my arms and make 


thousand miles away. You might want to wear it tonight.” 





a sgh ae : ' rf eH: 
+ lie 4343] ll i Hh i ri it 
: 


Ih 
iy 


LUCETTA 


bed, Charlotte’s room was dominated 


SPL 


r 
: 
uy HE aaa ca 


gts ag lean 


He looked at her. 


flay? 

Phd 

R a3 He f 

‘ ail it tt 
aly 





130 Elinor J. Jones 


She took a sip and then set down the glass, so that she 
could open the package. “That is positively the largest mig I 
os ol 


chuckle sprang from Peter’s throat. 

} Fearing that he was laughing at her shyness, she asked him 
why. 
“That someone so sweet and innocent can have such a sen- 

sual mouth. You are going to be more of a handful than I 


She was far too innocent to grasp the full implication of 
his words, but she replied, “How would you know? You have 
only kissed me a few times.” 

“Believe me, I have wanted to kiss you many times, and 
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go to sleep?” 
your arms,” she murmured, 


just want you to hold me in 
He pulled her closer. 


“Would you like to talk or 
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at him adoringly, she desperately asked 


swear to it.” 
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“Not exactly, but if you would explain it to me—” 
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“Edward, stop it! Let me go! Get out. You are not wel- 


come here.” 
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ers bamboo stems cut to various lengths to create different 


tones. 

Excited from the cadence of the music, Lucetta said, “I 
think next year I am going to wear a costume and go in the 
parade. Let’s go down to the street.” 

Peter hesitated and was somewhat apprehensive about go- 
ing down into the crowd. “You can see better up here.” 

“But I want to do more than see it. I want to take part in 

” 


She was on the verge of venturing out by herself, when her 
attention focused upon two deft limbo dancers. 
“Oh, there is David—he is really good, isn't he, Peter?” she 


said excitedly. 
“Yes,” Peter replied dryly as he watched the good-looking 


was not Peter's problem, it was Lucetta’ she 
that he was not even aware of her fears, for she tried to keep 
them from him. 
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cemaruete stratagem, but pretended otherwise. 
peer al along with his suggestion. “All right, 
= on your bed, on your stomach.” A 
wrapped a towel around himself and walked across the 
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ing for them. If they are caught, they will have to hang, if 
nothing more than to set an example for others.” 

“I can understand why there is increased concern among 
the planters.” 

“So can I. That girl will recover physically, but what about 
her emotional state? I want you to keep the doors locked, 
even during the day, and for heaven's sake do not wander 
about the estate alone at night.” 

When David arrived at Melrose late Saturday afternoon, 
the three of them sat in the shade on the veranda. David 
handed Lucetta three books he had borrowed. Peter looked 
through them, 

“T am curious about what you are reading, David.” 

The books included Swift’s Gulliver's Travels and a gram- 


through it. It was a history of Haiti and included accounts of 
Negro heroes: Toussaint L’Ouverture, a former slave who led 
the struggle for freedom in 1792; General Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines, the Negro who led the forces against the French 
fe LG: fa Herel. Cacia, She Netan, she: acamee oe 
ti. 
“This one I intend to read, too,” commented the governor- 


Peter looked at the handsome Negro. David was tall, with 
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Without saying anything, Lucetta got up from the table 


and went to the scullery to get him another saucer. Marianne 


looked up apprehensively as Lucetta motioned to her not to 
say anything, by putting her finger to her lips. 


When she returned to the table, he covered his face with 
his hands. She suspected that he had another one of his 


severe headaches. “Peter, why do you not drink your tea, and 


then shall we go for a walk?” 


Later Lucetta apologized to Marianne. 
one of this, You understand, Marianne. 


HESS 


with commu- 


and at the palace.” 
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In June Peter came home from Georgetown 


Melrose took on a new, 
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goose flesh. She found herself becoming very much 

“That was a part of your charm. You were a novice, but 
not for long. It made the chase more challenging, which is 
what a man really enjoys, and of course, to a man, winning a 
woman like you means everything. Men are egotists. Even in 


is the greatest conquest of all: Yes . .. you were innocent, at 
first, but the potential was there. A man can tell a sensuous 
woman when he sees one, even before she realizes it herself. 
I could seo it in your eyes. You were my avid student, my 


His hand returned to cup and fondle her breast. 

“And is that all I meant to you, a quarry, an object of the 
chase?” she asked softly, as she sat on his lap. “A challenge? 
Winning a game? You ensnared me for the sport of it?" 

“No. No. Of course not. Now my tongue has really gotten 
me into trouble! You Know it was more than that, but I was 
damned if I was going to allow Hamilton or David to get to 


you first. 

“David! Why, he is like a brother to me,” she protested, 

“I know that now, I did not before.” 

His robe was now open, and he shrugged it off his shoul- 
ders and arms. 
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the jewelry had been in his family for generations and 
he had written to his lawyer in London, requesting they 


him. 
“I hoped you would be pleased, because they have senti- 


me.” 

“Peter, there is one more gift I have for you, but I am 
afraid you will have to wait for it; it is not ready yet.” 

“I know, darling. Let me see—I will have to wait about 
seven more months, will I not?” He threw back his head and 
laughed, and she screamed. 

“How did you know?” 

“All I have to do is feel your full, firm breasts, you silly 
woman!" 

She picked up his goose-feather pillow and threw it at him. 
For a moment his bedroom looked like an invaded chicken 
coop as feathers flew and glided through the air. 

“Do you know what happens to pretty young ladies who 


e 
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missed being together at Christmastime. It was a treat for all, 
and Lucetta looked forward to the day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Hansen were the first to arrive 
from their plantation, Sugar Mill. They were both from Den- 
mark and spoke English with a Danish accent. Mr. Hansen 
handed Peter a bottle of Sugar Mill brandy, and the prodi- 
gious Mrs. Hansen gave Lucetta a hand towel with hand-cro- 
cheted borders. 

“Oh, my, you were not supposed to bring us presents, but 
thank you,” Lucetta said. 

“It is just a smal] way of letting you know how much we 
appreciated your invitation, so that we do not have to spend 
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England 
“T am not sure, but I have my suspicions.” 
“Me, too. I am wondering whether Buffington did not send 
him to try to have me replaced.” 
“If that is the reason, I am certain Edward's parents are 
not aware of it. I am positive they would not have come here 


jE A a Luann tH 
+ he uy rhe bu Bage ; : #3 ree i $s s 
peg Nebel, | HEE 
pissgit ie; Has ajks : =i s af 
tay hut lp Hy Ge 
eae SHEE a halt : jn 
aerate lil ie 
iatlannatie a Gi tre 
MH Hig atte dae Fete a Ga 


“Une nt ah ut [ ry 
Hilt i Hi ne a 
AR GR Ean 
Hie il a ti ae a 
3 | L ae i He sade aul 
ti i lige anal 
qithy | ae STH att 
itis tienes 
istite fli ata aT 





“So I notice,” he answered with humor in his voice. “Me, 


too.” 


Dr iies, conssaoah Salle sath 
“I am getting excited just thinking about it.” 


as he 


many babies instead,” she answered mischie- 
and asked, “Shall we start to work 


me,” he said, grinning broadly in the 
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“Do you think so? I must say, I believe it, too,” he said as 
he folded his arms across his chest. 

Lucetta was delighted with this adventure; it was the sort 
of experience that appealed to her quixotic nature. She was 


how. 

They had always made love in the intimate closeness of 
bed, and somehow the change to this spaciousness, with the 
vast openness of the sea stretching before them, the isolation, 


His hands pressed her satiny, solid bottom to hold her in 
place. They had never made love this way before, and she 
felt one spasm followed by another. Still together, they rolled 
over until he was on top. From the pressure of her moving 
body, the blanket-covered sand gave way to form a hollow 


near the sea, they could hear lazy little waves flex themselves 
to shore. His deep plunges sent ripples of ecstasy through 
her, transporting her into a state of rapture beyond self 
trol. She drifted onto the profound ocean of passion, and then 
plunged deeply into a choppy sea of thrills as waves of desire 
washed over her and swirled her about. Wildly she raised her 
hips to meet his thrusts as she swam and then drowned in 
sea of pleasure. 

He was totally in command of her. His movements became 
agonizingly slow, and she begged him not to stop, hoping the 
swells would be as everlasting as the waves of the sea. Then a 
new intensity crested; the ultimate sensation cascaded over 
her in one vibrating, orgasmic thrill after another until the 
turbulent waters receded. 

The intensity of her passion amazed even her. She laughed 
almost hysterically. “I cannot believe how you can get me in 
such a state.” But he stopped her words with his mouth and 
wrapped his arms around her, and now it was his turn. 

When he finally withdrew, they were both satiated and lay 
breathlessly silent until he lifted his head to look at her. 
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herbs. He insisted on taking her to Dr. Howe in Georgetown, 


who assured him that Lucetta was in excellent physical condi- 
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knocked at the door and announced that Miss Buffington was 
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Elinor J. Jones 
and he gasped for breath as he stumbled along 


he made it. But Martha was reluctant to 
with him, and if it had been for anyone 

would have refused. She wobbled back and 
room of the cabin, trying to build up enough 
courage to leave with Jason. 

As the storm gathered fury and relentlessly swept across 
two figures could be seen slowly plodding 
house in the downpour, deliberately, some- 
sometimes standing still, unable to move 
oot in front of the other because of the strength of the 
with great force against their bodies. 
beat down. In the fields, the disheveled sugarcane 
stood so proudly that morning, ready for harvesting 
months, was being threaded and smashed to the 
by the unremitting wind and rain. Nothing could save 
complete destruction. The sugarcane crop for the next 
was being destroyed before their eyes, and there was 
hing they could do, and they knew that hard times were 
not only for Melrose, but for all the plantations on the 
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flimsy cabins of the slaves were blown apart one after 
her. The workers ran for shelter to the stone factory 
house, but there was not enough room for all of 
they had to find safety as best they could. Some of 
them poured into the stables and carringe house and clung to- 
gether, their children screaming and crying. 

In the distance, along the shoreline, the fury of the storm 
excited the emotions of the sea, until it roared angrily out of 
control. No longer was it blue and calm, but dark, almost the 
color of the black sky, except for the whitecaps that kept ris- 
ing ever higher, exploding thunderously. Ominous swells rose 
up out of the sea, and smashed violently on the shore. 

Lucetta grimaced as the dull pain turned into sharp con- 
tractions. Her face shone with perspiration, which trickled in 
droplets and ran like rivulets down her face, dripping onto 
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Toward the morning of August 30, 1831, as the tempestu- 
ous life of the hurricane waned and died, a new life began. 
The first wails of his child brought Peter bounding up the 
stairs to Lucetta’s door. He was stopped by Marianne, who 
his entrance. “Ah be sorry, sah. Must wait,” she said 
as she closed the door. 
The baby boy was cleaned, the blood washed from his tiny 
Then he was wrapped in a soft blanket and placed in 


Lucetta opened the blanket and examined her baby. His 
features were perfect; head, ears, tiny fingers and toes. His 
eyes were dark, and she was disappointed because they were 


Lucetta was in a very weakened condition, but she begged 
- So Narrel raplhs a amon ameter 3 


Marie 
groomed Lucetta, When this was accomplished, Peter wats al- 
lowed to enter the room, and from his gaunt appearance Lu- 
cetta thought he must have had as rough a night as she. 

He came and knelt beside her, and taking her hand, pressed 


He laid his head on her hand. 

“Do you not want to see your son?” she asked proudly. 

“Of course.” 

The pallidness had begun to disappear from his face. Ris- 
ing and walking around the bed to the other side, he looked 
at his son asleep in the crook of her arm. Bending over awk- 

210 


LUCETTA 


PEST He Wa ae Han 


2 ay a: mm? olay 1 
ae i Hi i He : HH a3 i 
ce SHE i lia Pail dag: 
E iF en | HF in ai5t ier flat 
jy Cel BL CS 
pay Reale in Ha 
RG eat at Ua 
os F ge s-8< 
Aa AIT REL 


212 Elinor J. Jones 


Z 
: 
i 
F 


When 
aides and toured the island determine the extent of 
damage. He stopped at many of the estates and talked to 
planters personally. 
In Georgetown, damage was extensive. There were many 
injured, and a good number of lives had been lost. Buildings 
flattened and roofs torn off others. Many of ships 


“It is teatime for your son, but he is alwa’ 

Peter came to her, bent down and kissed her 
touched her naked breast, heavily plump from the milk it 
held. The babe squirmed and fussed in protest as Lucetta 
pulled him away from her nipple. A trickle of the white 
nourishment ran down his chin as impolitely he passed gas, 
gave a loud burp, yawned, then gurgled before he closed his 


eyes. 

With his finger Peter whisked away a drop of 
had formed at the end of her nipple. 

“My love, could you not find a wet nurse?” 

“Yes, but I decided I wanted to nurse him myself.” 

“I should be obliged if you would get him a wet nurse; I 
insist on it,” he said as he kissed her cheek and left the room. 


F 
z 


Governor 
itance, forty-five thousand pounds sterling, to buy Melrose—a 
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investments in England and from his lucrative position as 
governor-general, not so much in salary, but from the 
centage he received of all British revenues collected from the 
island. Of course, he could always sell some of the land, 
about nine hundred acres, keeping the house as a retirement 
home. Lord Buffington had approached him several times, 
but both he and Lucetta wanted their children to inherit all 
of Melrose as it was, a working plantation. 

Peter checked the ledgers with Collingswood and learned 


them out successfully was quite another matter. Like 
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ancient volcanoes; the climate was favorable for coff 
bananas, coconuts. He made preparations for the planting of 
@ banana grove, as a start, to set an example for the other 
planters. But they argued that sugarcane could take the high 
winds better than bananas, and also a larger yield per acre 
could be obtained from sugar. 
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Peter thought communication lines should be opened be- 
tween the two groups and between individuals. He feared the 
planters did not realize how widespread and militant the dis- 
content was 


In his efforts to give greater responsibilities to Negroes, he 
reorganized the militia, which previously had been all white 
For the first time, free Negroes were allowed to join, and it 
became an honor for them to belong to this corps, where 
er te ee ae Ce en 

They were outfitted in attractive white uniforms, with a red 
stripe down the sides of the trousers, and a red waist sash to 
match. They looked like grenadiers. White helmets were 
designed with red grosgrain bands around the crown. A 
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questioned 

other Negroes if riots ever broke out. 
In spite of opposition from the estate owners, Governor 

succeeded in having several schools built, and 

colored children were encouraged to attend three hours 

morning up until the age of ten. From age ten to 

dren attended school for three hours on Saturdays, gi 

them time to work during the week. 

Not all Negro parents saw the importance 
was another problem—teaching the parents 
sending their children to school. Peter expressed the 
that, “I believe it is the duty of every government to 
human conditions, and that includes providing the 
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worked 
because of its reputation for being the largest and most lux- 
urious in that part of the West Indies. 

Lucetta watched the man she loved very closely. She 
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“While they are in London I am certain they will go to the 
Colonial Office to complain about how I am handling mat- 
ters.” 


indication he had heard her. 
“September 8, 1831, has been designated Day. 
The Duke crowned William IV. The day 


gave instructions that his portrait be hung in the palace, re- 
placing that of George IV.” 
“Peter, could we not go? Please,” she begged excitedly. 


its problems and development,” she said. “When is his birth- 
day? It will become a holiday throughout the empire.” 
“I do not know when it is.” 
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possible.” 


jis 


“Lucy, do you know of any slaves who are mistreated? Do 
» I wish you 


you know of any who are still beaten?” 
“There are still beatings, but they are not reported.” 


“Not here at Melrose, I pray.” 


“No, not at Melrose.” 
“Well, if you know of any 


tell me.” 
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rose, but they faced a new problem. What do parents 
four-month-old son for Christmas? Lucetta picked a 


se: 


Lucetta gave Peter a riding crop with a gold filigree 
handle. She was overwhelmed with the thoughtful gifts Peter 
had selected for her. She opened the smaller one first, to find 
a booklet containing a series of poems by the Scottish poct 
James Thomson, called The Seasons. There were four parts: 
Winter, Summer, Spring, and Autumn. 

In the larger box she discovered four separately 
original oil paintings with alike broad, gilt frames. The first 
one she opened was called Spring and was an English country 
scene with budding trees and spring flowers blooming along a 


ground, and some floating on top of the water in the stream. 
Of course, she knew what the fourth scene would be before 

unwrapped it. It was the same scene in winter; no leaves 

on the trees, which were covered with snow. The rocks along 
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the yacht to go to Bridgetown to 
there?” He wanted to speak with the 


conditions there himself. 


“Will you come with me, Lucy? It could be 
business holiday. What do you say?” 
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just offshore, 
in spite of her discomfort. “What a shipmate 
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. Lucy. I daresay you will feel better af- 
ing ship, the slapping of the sails, 
waves, as the yacht pitched and 


the creak: 
of the 


the splashing 


“Do not look down 
you have eaten. There is absolute! 
of; even Admiral Nelson got seasick. 
ve 


Peter 
ha’ 


“But I am sure it was not 
en he ae, 
The 


re BEF 3 


; i iHi es ee 
Hae if paul aa 
Heat a | ab pil 
pip? le taut Huth iit 
lias tp Hea § Hits + 
RHE ya atta | ib HE 

3 2 Hed in es re 4b iis if 
g ‘73 é Ek Ht ie 4H ae P 
ati iE is wy i 
ait Ha rat uty 


OO I 


=f Es 
i ap 


§ 

af 

g 
Hie 
Se 
LE 
i 


#2] 
Fe 


231 


LUCETITA 


Hii 


dh 


35 


z Bt e558 2 pepe wrges 
5 533 £§ § 

ib at Hl A EHH He : 
a gf peeiey F 5 gat 35354 i 
| a fiat ie F 5 ie E ae % 
; edeule He teh Hi 
atl iE He : 
jesse Daten | 
aD TE 
FHT aif) HIE shi 


mu He it f2 ab tga 
yaa a Hl 

i i HATE sacral ie 
pa mnt) it : 
Fa ie 
Lee ; 
Raa Hee 
TTL Sue ayoyae ail = 
un: te uid: irvR 


ee 


5 H i nee 
Fee ee 
: if Yue ie a3 af, pul ay HF an de 
3 fh eae F Ue i ats 
Elana WU Hg a 
et eatrul aoe din iH 
dae Git dun it i 
ele : ig fi nu i dil 
HU pu 


; BIu E 
‘aa al ane ae Tl 
tag Hig at i it ue 
Ea He ij 3 aga" | ilps an 
vigil bait eh ie ntiln 

TERE it u Han all : mull 

i ee Halll | a ia Hit 

4245 ra é 2 ‘a: ily . 

tl alts ‘lift alas iH Ate 





—_- 


ai 3s s 48eea5 
He PRE shane roe Mie! 
HL Hi | fall it i a | 
+H Bid ut HAE Tt By a Le 
Villa we ali id BhE rH a cL a 
EH sui iH it 21 gllgtyar 
TE rte aH i rset é / 7 i fuze 
i iis Hae ll aie belly i i ba 
Ly 4 

oe OR A 


Rill jj 
i ie i 
a8 pM 28 
Ean A 


He 
he 
ATL 





25 


Ht it bin fai & 


nl if TEE vi 


ae 
HHT 


Sigaae 
i i ae tl 


ber 


ag fey (Ug TEL Ayes Uy deans 
fd ge atid ugtivte: 8 hig 
pit stil, gps atteaiy eteiatd § 
i aga lca aa 
Late patti 
i bala aginty sie 
HHTHEUH HET eee 
Ess es5o¥ e : “¥RSeE £45 ts , 
He 3 i ts iia Bes Hs +. ai 
UBL i HARUHI 


239 


LUCETTA 


G4 Paty pie ¢ tnaya ape 
arf eelid ub jist ba 
Ga tpl Wa: We at 
oe 2: 32 pari 2 Bq255 Tt) 
a Hendh | let fal 
jaspiee ted THEE 
Re Hae sue lite 
a ined ee Lb 

mone L 
EEE REE 


. You would not want that, would you?” 


be sick and crippled 


“No, sah.” 


girlfriend, and if you do not, you will 
eyes bulged from fright. If there was one thing he 
did not want, it was to be sold and sent away. 


“You find yourself a 


be sold.” 
Jason's 
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they are the 


planned. A month 
miscarry, and it was a blessing, for it was 


plantation.” 
impishly. “But I do not think 


reeding, darling.” 


Was one event that Peter had not 
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not the fetus of a normal child. 
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him tighter. “I want to lie in your 
He clasped her closer, and thus 
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go to her room to dress. When she returned to Peter’s bed- 


LUCETTA 
chamber, he was still in bed, but awake. 


He stared at her. “Who is in your bedroom?” he asked sus- 


“That might be the key to some of the problem.” The doo- 


renowned for her mysterious concoctions. 

“Martha, what can you give me to cure my headaches?" 

Martha looked at Lucetta very closely. She was a perspica- 
cious woman, indeed. “Believes *tain't you who suffer from de 

ma’am.” 

“No,” Lucetta admitted in a low voice, the words tumbling 
out. “But promise me you will tell no one. I am positive a 
demon has entered the governor-general's mind and drives 
him. "Tis as if he were two different persons,” she 
“Sometimes he is very happy and most pleasant, and other 
times he is . . . just the opposite. We must keep this from the 
Negroes, or they will become afraid of him. He wants to help 


pestle and measured out several herbs. Then she ground them 
and mixed them together. She had learned the practice of 
healing with herbs from her mother, who had taught her to 
know plants and the medicinal values or dangers in each one. 
There was ninny root, sweet broom, monkey liver, physic 
nut, bay Jeaf, and horseradish. She knew the dosages and 
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“Fias Martha told you why I wished to see you?” 


“She do, ma’am.” 
ceca TO Saal you WM be atte to ety the governor gue 


arcsec (pedtdons many, many; but Ah tries.” 
The sorcerer, who was also a healer, shifted, looking at Lu- 


cetta from head to toe. 
“I cannot do that,” she pleaded. “No one must know. 


Please understand that.” 
They spoke in low voices. 


“De secrecy be bad, fer one; you bring him to me—Ah 


give treatment wi’ drum an’ dance.” 
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“What is that?” 
“You must come wi’ me to mah temple an’ offa youself to 
me two day an’ two night.” 
“You mean... my body?” 
“Yea, all o’ you. You must do as Ah say. You be his most 
no 
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wiped out the French Army.” 


preposterous. She did not want to provoke him, but she must 


try to reason with him. 


“Peter, you know you are talking treason?” she answered 


bravely. 


“Treason?” he asked bitterly. “Washington was accused of 
treason and became an idol. It is in the winning that makes 
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? If you 
truly loved me, you would always believe in me and defend 
me¢, no matter what.” 

His words hung between them. Her intense feelings 
manifested themselves in her voice. “My dearest darling,” she 
said emotionally, as her eyes misted. “You are leading your- 
self right down the path to self-destruction. I cannot stand by 
and do nothing. It is because I love you that—” 

“Self-destruction!” His voice turned sarcastic. “You never 
did have any confidence in me. Why must you always have a 
defeatist attitude? You once told me I was a man of destiny.” 

“Yes. I meant on our island, and you have been,” she said 

“One little island, when there are literally hundreds that 
can be brought together under one rule, involving thousands 


sovereignty. 
“Yes, they will, when it is made clear to them. They must 
be made to see their in’ uo 
“What makes you think they will want a white ruler?” 
“You still do not understand! Because I am their hero. I 
will liberate them and I will do the same on the other is- 
lands.” 
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“No. I will not give in.” 
are.. 
friends in London to see me.” 
He pushed her from him. A bit of anger flashed from his 
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She helped to remove his coat, then his boots. “Let's lie on 
eke tear an Mer. Fy bas been s very long time since you held 
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many distractions, including the drilling of Negroes on Mel- 
rose property. 
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e. Can you not see he is seriously wounded, you fool? 
He will dic.” 
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Shortly, acs wer-ebiiansail Obata oat galloping across the 
plantation. Tears blinded her, but the horse needed no guid- 
ing as she rode at fast speed toward the Caribbean Sea. Soon 
she was not only approaching the shore, but the edge of hys- 
teria as well. As she rode, she shouted at the top of her lungs, 
“Peter, Peter! I could have saved you. My God, I could have 


293 


LUCETTA 


VSL He GL a 
a8 5a chat Hae aii] 
a 3] y | ie gd HEN 
HHL Haas Ge 
ake 
ae 
HBG is Hla 
: uit THAT 
J Hu eds ree : 


. dead. I could not save him.” 


ool ee 
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“His death be tragedy, but you have his children; son he 
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way to bring Lucetta back to normalcy. 
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The sarcastic question aroused Lucetta’s old hatred toward 


“It has been a long time, Lucetta. You 
than ever. To what do I owe the pleasure of your visit? Is it 


the office of governor-general or his uniform that you simply 
cannot resist?” 
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Loathing Edward as she did, she resisted a strong urge to 
strike him. She struggled not to lunge toward him. She had to 
remain calm, polite. She must not anger or offend him. 

“I have come to ask a favor of you, Edward.” 


Dan is waiting for me.” 

“I will come to you. I realize the mistake I made before, I 
was too abrupt. You wish to be wooed first . . . courted. 
Well, if that is what you want, I will accommodate you,” he 
said condescendingly. 

“I have no wish to be courted by you or anyone.” 

He viewed her closely. “Not even in return for the favor 
you want from me?" 

When she had asked Nat to set up the appointment, she 
had hoped Edward had lost interest in her as a woman. From 
the look in his cyes, she knew her hopes had been in vain. 
a mistake to come to him. 

He smiled sardonically. “Look for me at seven this eve- 
ning. 1 am anxious to find out what the previous governor- 
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“Oh, my God. I did no such thing! I came here for one 
purpose, and since | have failed in that purpose, it will not be 
necessary for me to see you again, ever.” 

“Oh, but, my dear, who said you failed? The sight of you 
has rekindled strong feelings I have for you.” 

“Yes. And I might say the same! The sight of you has re- 
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obligated io rvenge his death 
caught.” 
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“It is unlikely that they will,” Hastings replied wryly. 
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months Lucetta had noticed the signs, first of 


and then of first love, and she knew what was 
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sible, and you have become more precious to me than T 
can ever hope to imagine. I was wishing I was returning 
to you instead of leaving. 

i arrived yesterday in London after a rough crossing. 
For that reason only, I was glad you were not there, but 
at the same time, I longed for your sweet presence. 


By the time Anne had finished reading the letter, she was 
weeping. “He must have loved you very much, Mama. 
horrible it must have been for you to lose him.” 

The reminder gripped Lucetta with a 
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“I will be seventeen in two weeks,” she reminded 
mother. “I want to go away, or I shall simply die,” Anne ex- 


“Where do you wish to go?” Lucetta asked quietly. 

“I would like to go to England or to the United States to 
school, but since Christy is away, it would mean that you 
would be all alone.” 

“I see,” Lucetta observed, sitting so that she could watch 


“Please, Mama, do not tell Nat. I would be so humiliated.” 

“I promise, my dear.” Lucetta smiled, remembering how 
sweet young love had been. “I would not do that, but do not 
worry about it, and for heaven's sake, stop weeping.” 


Nat came for dinner on Anne’s seventeenth birthday. Anne 
was late; it was taking her longer and longer to dress. 

“Good afternoon,” Nat greeted Lucetta. He looked around 
the room, somewhat ill-at-ease, and asked, “Where is Anne?” 

“She is still upstairs, Nat. She should be down shortly.” Lu- 
cetta wondered at Nat's unusual nervousness. 

“Will you please come to the library with me? I would like 
to talk to you about something important.” He led the way 
and closed the library doors. “I suppose you have heard that 
while the Isle of Monde is still a British possession, we are 
one step away from autonomy, and in a few weeks there will 
be an election. The people will be electing their own governor 


Nat's strength during the horrible mon Peter's 
As she waited for him to speak, she thought: I can under- 
stand why Anne has fallen in love with him. What can I do 
about it without interfering in his life more than I have al- 
“A great deal of pressure has been placed upon me, and I 
have decided to accept the nomination and become a candi- 
ee re he eee ene ing purposefully across 
room. 
“Why, Nat I am delighted!” Lucetta rose from her seat. 


Cautiously Nat glanced at her, and continued to pace back 
and forth. “But actually, that is not the main reason why I 
wanted to speak to you in confidence.” 
He hesitated. Lucetta had never seen Nat fidget before. 
“Governor Christian and you have done so much for me. 
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“Yes, of course, if Mama does not need me.” 


“Mother, I am sorry to be late. Nat. 
not quite ready. Would you care to join me in a walk?” 
“No. You go along with Nat.” 


dark eyes sparkled beneath crescents of | 





308 Elinor J. Jones 

Lucetta peered from the window. She was happy for both 
of them. Peter would have said that the chemistry was there, 
and it was obvious. that it was. She thought hopefully that 
soon Peter’s grandchildren would be running around at Mel- 
rose. She sighed. Very soon Nat would be taking Anne in his 
arms, She remembered how wonderful it was when Peter had 
ro oepeeradmendarmnssca nicest iit 

The couple was gone for half an hour, and then Anne 
came running in starry-eyed. She threw her arms around her 
mother. “Look, Mama,” she said, holding out her hand with 
the ring on her finger. “The most wonderful thing has hap- 
pened. Nat has asked me to marry him!" She looked back at 
him adoringly. And then she stepped away from her mother. 
“You knew, Mama! You did not tell him, did you? You 
promised me.” 

“No, I have not betrayed your confidence.” 

“Tell me wh 


busy the next few weeks.” 

“Why?” 

“Nat, you have not told her?” 

“No, the other was so important that it slipped my mind. 
Anne, I hope you will not mind. Perhaps I should have told 
you before you gave me your answer. I am a candidate for 


Anne looked at him in amazed wonder. “You mean I will 
be marrying the governor?” 

“Only if I win the election,” he said, 
eee ree See ee 

awe. 

“I guess it is my ego, Anne, but I hope you will understand 
when I tell you that I would prefer to keep our engagement @ 
secret until after the election. If I should win, I wouldn't 
want it to be because my future wife is Governor Christian's 
daughter.” 

“That is a silly reason, but I will abide by your wishes.” 
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elrose. It seems we have many things in com- 
mon. She is very gentle and reminds me of you, Mother.” 

Christy was away. Anne was to be married. Now she 
would be all alone, 
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“Yes, but no thanks to you, my friend,” Attorney Hastings 
chided. “Actually, we have met several times. I have handled 


Miss Grayton’s legal affairs.” 
“Well, quite frankly, I think Anne is almost, but not quite, 


as lovely as her mother.” 
“You are being very gallant, Mr. Hastings,” Lucetta re- 


“What do you think of my new mother-in-law, Alan?” 


Hastings.” 


“I have just returned.” 

“That is very nice,” answered Lucetta politely. Then she 
turned to Nat. “Nat, I promise not to interfere in your mar 
riage, unless I learn you mistreat my daughter, but do not 
hold me to that promise in regards to your administration.” 

Nat grinned. “And what would you have me put at top 
priority, ma’am? As if I didn't know. 

She shook finger at him. “You know I want that or 


“Oh, how simply marvelous, but I think the Peter Christian 
Memorial Home would be a better name.” 

“No, it would not, ma'am.” 

Alan watched her admiringly and shook his head. “I must 
agree with Nat, ma’am.” 

She continued excitedly. “I think I should start a fund-rais- 
ing drive to help matters along, do you not agree, Mr. 
Hastings? We must have a library, too.” 

Nat laughed. “Alan, do you see what the pressures of this 
job are going to be?” 

Someone came to shake hands with Nat and took him to 
meet a group of gentlemen nearby, leaving Lucetta and Alan 
facing each other. 

“Would you care to go outdoors for some refreshments? 
There is a buffet table set up on the rear portico, and there 
are tables and chairs on the Jawn.” 

“Yes. Thank you.” 

They began to walk toward the rear exit, and then Lucetta 
stopped and looked up at Alan suspiciously. “Something has 
just occurred to me, Attorney Hastings. Did Nat ask you to 
look after me today?” 

A guilty expression appeared on Alan's face. “Yes, he did, 
ma’am, but—” 
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“Well, that is not necessary, and I do not want to be a 
nuisance to you.” 


“It was too difficult for me, Sarah, but I have often 
thought of you.” 

“Hopes now dat yer daughter be livin’ here, you come of- 
ten.” 


“Yes, sir, I shall never forget that day, when you read my 
father’s will. Is your wife not here today?” 

“No, ma’am. She died a year and a half ago.” 

“Oh, I am very sorry. I remember her quite well. She was 
very kind to me one night here at the palace.” 

“She was ill a long time. It was a blessing.” 

“Is New York anywhere near Yale?” 

“No. Yale is in another state, Connecticut, farther north. 
My son is at Harvard preparing for the law. I hope after he 
graduates he will want to come down here and take over my 
practice so that I will have more free time.” 

The afternoon flew swiftly, and before Lucetta realized it, 
she was back at Melrose. And alone. Nat and Anne were 
or aaa alinpains uma but they did spend weekends at 

estate, 
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Nat added, “Ma'am, he really is a very fine person. Besides 
being a trial lawyer, he represents wealthy American mer- 
chants and investors throughout the West Indies and South 
America. Americans are buying sugar and banana plantations, 
and he handles the estates for the absentee planters. It is a 
family law firm based in New York. He travels a great deal. 
ee ne 

“Mama, what could be more perfect than for you to get to 
know him?” 

“Ma’am, you have mourned long enough.” 

ingen, teem ryt cry er becca pe 
you someone, even if his companionship. He 
would be good for you.” 

The next Sunday, Nat and Anne brought a guest with 
them. Thus, Alan’s visits to Melrose began. 
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“I did not realize that the discovery of gold in your coun- 
try added so greatly to the slavery question,” Lucetta said 
thoughtfully as she stood up. “Would you like more brandy, 
Alan?” she asked. 

“No, thank you, ma‘am.” 


Alan rose. “I am sorry, ma’am, to end my first visit on 
such a somber subject. The slavery question in my country is 
of great concern to me.” 

“Oh, but I enjoyed your visit very much,” Lucetta replied. 

“We are interested in the struggle against slavery wherever 
it exists,” Anne added. 

Alan looked at Lucetta very closely and thanked her for 
her hospitality. “I hope you will invite me again.” 

Unconsciously, Lucetta became interested in him and 
looked forward to his visits. It 


“Yes, I would enjoy that. Would you teach me to play 
chess? Maybe I should have better luck with that.” 

“Yes. I would be delighted to teach you, but it will have to 
wait until I return from New York. I am going home for my 
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“Why did the president wish to speak to you about it?” 

“My family supported him for the vice-presidency. 
party convention I delivered one of his nominating 
And since I have traveled throughout Central and 
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“Do you really want to go?” he asked hopefully, tossing 
the last crumb into the stream and watching it disappear into 
the 


“Yes, of course I do.” A half-sob escaped her lips. “Alan, 


He was silent for a moment. 

“Lucetta, don't you know I am in love with you?” 

He was delighted to see a flurry of mischief enter her eyes. 
“How can you be in love with me when you have never . . . 
touched me, never held me in your arms or . . . kissed me?” 

Without looking at her, staring into the water, he replied, 
“Oh, but I have, many times, in my dreams, I knew when I 
saw you at Nat's inauguration ee ee ee 

ife wi 


323 


“Then, of course, I was also afraid of being rebuked again 
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he turned away from the bridge’s railing to face her, 
Their lips touched in a sweet and loving kiss. 


rs eyes met and he stepped toward her and took her into 
arms. 
She quivered against him, thrilled in the strong arms of this 


Hien 


“I know exactly what it will be like when I take you in my 


“Heaven only knows, I have imagined it often enough.” 


“You are 
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Seek eine seliig helen: When Wie sat So Guenter 
be easier to go by horseback from there. 
The next day Alan led Lucetta to the top of the mountain 


overlooking Georgetown. 

“This view of the harbor and King’s Wharf is mag- 
nificent!” Lucetta said. 

Alan was very still, watching her. A muscle twitched in his 
cheek. Then he lifted her chin with his fingers. 


“I know it is silly of me, and you will laugh at me.” 
Pe cmon ables. col 
ou see, I have enjoyed our relationship, getting 
you and becoming friends, then . . . falling in love 
It has been . . . Very wonderful. But I am afraid of 
total commitment to you for fear of spoiling it.” 
“Spoiling it?” 


dull. We will both see to that. We can go to South America, 
to Now York, to Burops, There are so many things we can 
He beld ber at arm's length. “Well, what is your answer?” 
“All right,” she said softly. “I will marry you.” 
“I should have warned you that there is a condition you 
must agree to first.” 
“What is it?” 
“That we will not live at Melrose.” 
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stunned into silence. 
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my home in New York.” 
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shall do it.” 


Alan lifted Lucetta off 


dreamed of doing if ever I went to Paris.” 
“What is it? If it is possible, we 
“I would like to go to the ballet.” 


“Could we stay there until it snows? I have never seen 
She looked at him wide-eyed. “There is something I have 


“Does it really do that?” Lucetta was incredulous. 
Alan kissed the tip of her nose. “Yes, it does.” 


always 





you 
Lucetta shook ber head. “I think not. I am sure she would 
prefer to stay at Melrose, especially as long as Dan lives.” 
Melrose and its memories, He said kindly, “We will come 
back for visits whenever you want to.” 
He held her close and began to kiss her with a passionate 


she 
“That was like soaring with the stars," he breathed. “When 
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His tone softened as he took her into his arms again. 

“Lucetta, I have waited patiently. I love you and need you, 
You have so much I never thought I would find in any 

Lucetta was no longer mischievous. She answered soberly 
and sincerely, “We will be married as soon as you can ar- 
range it. How is that?” 
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Hastings,” she said, and 
darling.” 
wedding band. 
finger, 
eyes. 
le. He 


igh, I will be your wife.” 
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you very much, Alan 
. “Soon, but not soon enou 
ider myself a very fortunate man, 
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looked 


with him; a peace she had never known 
“I love 
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